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Our 4th Annual OWI Fundraiser held specifically for our Orphan 
Program was a huge success. We are so grateful to all of you won-

derful sponsors for choosing to make a difference in a childõs life. 

The event was held in Lake Forest this year and the room was do-
nated by the Florence Sylvester Senior Center. The afternoon 
started out with authentic Kenyan food catered especially for the 
event by our good friend Mumbi Ngunjiri and her restaurant, Ken-
yan Cuisine, located in Buena Park.  Guests were welcome to taste 
foods such as Samosas-a savory pastry filled with meat and spices 
and the traditional dessert of Mandazzis, which is a bit like a fried 
slightly sweet donut without the hole. Of course, there was the 
Chai tea to wash it all down.  To top it all off there was a huge ta-
ble of desserts to choose from, it seemed to be everyoneõs favorite 
stop. For entertainment we were blessed to have Lucy Maina from 

Lifeline Community Fellowship, who sang a few songs accompa-

nied by another of our good friends, Karis on his guitar.  

OWI President Marjaana Seilonen spoke of the past, present and 
future of the organization, and OWI Vice President Darla Rincon, 
also the Director of our Orphan Program in Kenya, gave us an up-
date of how the program is going now in its second successful 
year. A new sponsor,  Elsie Echevarria, shared her heart on the 
change in her life after she made the commitment to support an 

orphan.  

 

Ordinary Women, Inc. (OWI) was started in 2004 after visiting Kenya and seeing the needs of the people there.  OWI is founded on Jesus Christõs command to care for 

others.  Ordinary Women, Inc is a CA 501 c (3) non profit organization and was incorporated in March 2005 by six founding mem ber, who currently serve as the Board 

of Directors.                Page 1  

The motto of Kenya is 

Harambee, òLet us all pull together.ó  

OWI President Marjaana Seilonen, guests from Lifeline Community Fellowship 

Of course, there was the Silent Auction with 
lots of donated gifts this year: wine baskets, 
handmade quilts, doggie baskets, beautiful 
handmade jewelry, portrait sittings, a weekend 
stay at a beautiful cabin in Lake Arrowhead 

and even an overnight stay at the Montage 
Resort in Laguna Beach with dinner in-
cluded.  Longtime supporter and orphan spon-
sor, Trish Juenemann, lovingly wrapped all the 
beautiful baskets. Another long time supporter, 
Makayla Valverde, once again drew the win-
ning names for the raffle items. This year for 
the first time we had a gift corner held by Elsie 
Echevarria with various merchandise such as 
sandals, framed animal photos taken in Kenya 
and jewelry made by local artisans.  Because of 

the generosity of all we were able to raise over 
$6000 for our Orphan Program in addition to 

having 18 orphans sponsored. 

We would like to say a big thank you to all our 
family and friends who donated the beautiful 
gifts and so much of their time to help make 

this yearõs fundraiser another successful event. 

 

OWI has changed the colors of the organizationõs 

logo.  In 2004 when we first started , we struggled 

to find just the right colors to express ourselves.  

Now after 5 years we think this may be ité....  What 

do you think?  

Afternoon in Africa~ June 27, 2009  

A Change in Color 
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M e s s a g e  f r o m  O W I  P r es i d e n t 

M a r j a a n a  S e i l o n en 
Another exciting year is coming to its close, and we are grateful 

for the progress we have made this year. In August we had two 

teams travel to work on our projects in Kiminini. The first team, 

14 strong, had a major emphasis on the medical outreach. A 

mobile clinic was set up at our host church, where all of our 

orphans and their guardians received their annual medical 

check-ups complete with HIV/AIDS testing, de-worming, and 

many were treated for malaria and other ailments. Another mo-

bile clinic was organized at a new Health Center, where we 

treated about 1500 people! We are so very grateful for the 

wonderful collaborative effort of our partners, esp. Dr Kasem-

beli, Kitale/AEMRN-Kenya. Special thanks also to Dr Chris Barasa 

from Kisumu, Alex Kemokai from Sierra Leone, Revival Power 

Outreach, Lifeline Fellowship and Optimal Health AIDS Net-

work for joining our efforts!  

Another highlight was our annual Womenõs Conference, which 

was such an inspiration to us all with awesome messages fol-

lowed by rousing singing and dancing é yes, did we ever 

dance!!! 

We also celebrated all of our orphansõ birthdays with a great 

party. The kids had prepared a wonderful program with recitals 

and songs. And the guardians surprised us with their singing 

and a hilarious drama. What a treat that day was to us all! 

The overwhelming impression of this trip is the huge impact the 

Orphan Program, the medical outreach and the clean water 

projects have had in that remote area. The hope is palpable! 

One of our orphans, a teenage boy, shared on what it means to 

him to be part of our program. He said, òBefore I was nobody, 

now I feel I am somebody.ó There is hope when we all work 

together.  

Give hope to an orphaned child today. Sponsor, donate, make 

a difference! 

Thank you for caring! 

Marjaana Seilonen  

Snaps from the Mara 

OWI team of 14 on their way to Kitale making the traditional stop at 

the equator for a snap. Top left to right: Becky, Jenn, Evelyn, Marjaana, 

Joy, Linda, Jenn. Bottom left to right : Tom, T, Debbie, Mumbi, Jan, 

Jenn and Belinda 
From top: Mother Rhino and child, Lion, King of the ani-

mal kingdom, òGiraffeoscopeó, Hippo, aka Water Horse 
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You may have heard about the food shortage Kenya is 

experiencing due to several failed rainy seasons. Here is a 

excerpt from an  article from Reuters that speaks about 

the serious  problem for the 3.8 million people in Kenya. 

NAIROBI, Aug 25,2009 (Reuters) - The U.N.'s World Food 

Programme (WFP) appealed on Tuesday for more than 

$230 million to provide emergency food aid over the next 

six months for 3.8 million Kenyans affected by deepening 

drought and high food prices. Experts say Kenya's output 

of its staple food maize is likely to be just 15 million 90-kg 

bags this year, sharply lower than the government's fore-

cast of 20.4 million bags. "Red lights are flashing across 

the country," Burkard Oberle, WFP's Kenya country direc-

tor said in a statement. "People are already going hungry, 

malnutrition is preying on more and more young chil-

dren, cattle are dying -- we face a huge challenge and are 

urging the international community to provide us with 

the resources we need to get the job done." Many parts 

of the country have now suffered three or even four con-

secutive failed rainy seasons, WFP says, and conditions 

are expected to deteriorate further over the coming 

months. 

(Reporting by Daniel Wallis; Editing by Peter Blackburn) 

 3.8 Million Kenyans Affected by              

Deepening Drought  and                     

High Food Prices 

Lorna Nekesa Simiyu, age 13,  passed away suddenly on 

August 24, 2009 due to an enlarged heart that had not 

previously been detected.  This was a terrible shock for her 

guardian family and for OWI.  The 2009 team that traveled 

to Kenya in August had the opportunity to meet her as she 

was one of the graduates from primary to secondary 

school that was honored at the Orphan Day. She also pre-

sented  a recital from the Bible.  Lorna was a  beautiful 

young girl that fell victim to the all too common inability to 

receive medical treatment due to the severe poverty which 

affects so many in Kenya.   

OWI is working hard to help 

people like Lorna in Kiminini and 

the surrounding areas by hold-

ing free medical clinics once a 

year. Our next medical clinic is 

planned for the summer of 2010 

with a possibility of a much 

needed dental clinic held for the 

first time.  Since we provide all 

medicines at no cost, we really 

need your support in this ongo-

ing program.  If you would like 

to travel with us or donate to 

this upcoming medical clinic, 

please contact us through our email at 

info@ordinarywomen.org or mail your donations to:  

Ordinary Women, Inc 

26861 Trabuco Road, Suite E#146 

Mission Viejo, CA 92691 

Thank you for your support of these precious people!    

I n  memory  o f   
Lorna  Nekesa S im iyu  

Lorna receiving her promotion 

into secondary school 

Did you Know?  On the vast open plains of the Serengeti 
and deep into the rolling hills of the Masai Mara the largest 
animal herds on the planet move in a never-ending natural 
pattern in response to an undeniable imperative - the need 

to find fresh, nourishing grazing. Known as the Great Mi-
gration , this exceptional natural phenomenon is renowned 
as Africaõs greatest wildlife spectacle. With numbers too  
 

 

vast to imagine, over two million animals, most of them wil-
debeest, participate in this spectacular cycle. The thunder-
ing hooves of the herds and the enormous clouds of fine 
red dust they leave in their wake have become an icon of 
East African safari. Filled with dramatic encounters, this in-

credible journey takes the herds across fast-flowing rivers 
inhabited by some of Africaõs largest crocodiles, and plains 
filled with predators.  


