
From the start the trip 

seemed to be doomed as 

the clashes in Kenya dur-

ing the elections in De-

cember 2007 kept peo-

ple from committing to 

going.  But as reports 

came in that the area 

was once again consid-

ered safe, the group be-

gan to grow.  And grow 

it did to 17!   

The team began to col-

lect donations of back-

packs along with school 

and medical supplies for 

the next 6 months.  At 

the airport the baggage 

count for the team was a 

whopping 30 pieces!  

Fifteen of those being 

the donations! Thanks to 

all our donors for their 

generosity to the chil-

dren and families of Ki-

minini and the surround-

ing areas.  

Issue 4 

July  2008 

RELIGION THAT GOD OUR FATHER ACCEPTS AS PURE AND FAULTLESS IS THIS: 
LOOK AFTER THE ORPHANS AND WIDOWS IN THEIR DISTRESS.   JAMES 1:27 

 Compiled by Darla Rincon 

My return visit to Kiminini 

allowed me the opportunity 

to see the progress of the 

Orphan Program.  After six 

months, the Orphan Program 

for the 100 orphans there is 

going strong, Praise God!  

Over the span of 3 days, Judy 

McCoy and I had the privilege 

of meeting with the social 

workers and with the em-

ployer of the Orphan Pro-

gram, OWI Kenya, (our 6 

OWI partners in Kenya).  They 

are doing an amazing work 

there with God at the helm.  

They updated us on vital in-

formation of the orphans, of 

the guardians, and on chal-

lenges and opportunities 

theyõve had in the program 

since its conception in Janu-

ary 2008.  In these last 6 

months, they have inter-

viewed the orphans, for 
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Super Ordinary Men!  

 S.O.M. was born during this 

trip to Kenya.  Super Ordinary 

Men, a name given by Pastor 

Shadrack of Deliverance 

Church of Kiminini, to the men 

who were on the team this 

year.  We had five men on our 

team and Pastor Shadrack 

took very little time in recruit-

ing them as a new group 

that  will be doing ministry 

alongside of OWI .  Pastor 

Shadrack is a visionary and he 

has a lot of plans.  So, all you 

ordinary men out there who 

want to do something with 

God's help that will be extraor-

dinary, keep tuned in for more 

details about this ministry.  

Here are a few of the 

thoughts from some of 

the team members after 

returning:     

From Marjaana:  Only 

God can assemble a 

team like ours that 

worked unified and with 

each complementing 

one another.  The ages 

ranged from 15 to 70, 

and this was the first 

time we had 2 husbands 

with us, as well as 3 

youths under 20.  From 

Judy:  We were over-

whelmed by the gener-

osity of our donors as 

we collected and trans-

ported 113 backpacks 

and an assortment of 

clothing and shoes.  We 

left them, along with the 

personal packets from 

the sponsors, with the 

social workers to pass 

out during their weekly 

visits with the children.  I 

think I had the best job, 

which was taking the 

pictures of the orphans.  

My antics must have 

seemed strange to the 

kids, but I got almost all 

of them to smile! 

From Jess:  As I watched 
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 Social workers Patrick, Sarah,     

Eunice , and Director of OP, Mary 

The motto of Kenya is Harambee, 

òLet us all pull together.ó  
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Guardians speak out about  
the positive effects of being in the Orphan program  

 

While in Kenya I had the privilege of speaking with some of the 
guardians of the orphans in the OWI Orphan Program.  Many of these 
women are widows.  The women told me that widows in Kenya have 
a very hard life, because after the husband dies the family of the hus-
band takes away the house and property and possessions of the 
widow, including things like cups and plates.  This leaves the widows 

displaced and alone, so they seek help from the church. 

The U.S. Ordinary Women have Kenyan counterparts that belong to 
Deliverance Church in Kiminini who, along with Pastor Shadrack, wel-
come these women into the church.  Many widows have come into 
the orphan program as guardians to one or more children in the or-
phan program.  The women provide loving homes for these children 
and through your sponsorship the children receive a Bible, maize and 
beans, school tuition and uniforms, a sweater, a blanket and shoes.  
Medical treatment for the children in the orphan program and their 
families was provided during the June trip, which gave the guardians 

much peace of mind. 

Not only do the guardians have a better quality of life, because of the 
orphan program, but they also see a big 
change in the children, who are now 
healthier and happier and have a future, 
because they are now able to go to 

school. 

This group of widows and guardians 
asked me to extend to you, our donors, 
their heartfelt thanks for your participa-
tion in the orphan program.  They pray 
for you and ask God to bless you and 

give you abundant life.  

Judy McCoy 
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Message from OWI President 

M a r j a a n a  S e i l o n e n 
What an awesome trip we had! Only God can assemble a team 
like ours that worked unified and with each complementing 
one another. This was the first time we had two husbands with 
us, as well as three youths under 20.  Iõd like to thank all of you 
who supported us with prayers, materials and finances. Your 

support was such a blessing to so many! 

We facilitated four days of mobile clinics, where app. 3000 
people received much needed medical treatment! We also had 
a long meeting with the Pastors' Fellowship (32 pastors), as 
they are the advisory board of the Orphan Program. We met 
with the Childrenõs Officer at Social Services dept. as well as the 
District Commissioner, the highest local government official, to 
gain their support for our program. The meetings were very 

successful and we believe a good rapport was achieved. 

Lives were changed amongst the Kenyans as well as within our 
team. There is just something about facing the issues of our 
world on the personal level vs. receiving statistical info on TV 
while  cuddled on our cozy couches. Suddenly, the poverty, 
HIV, malaria has a face of your new friend. Your heart churns, 

tears flow. How can you not care? ð 

Please visit our updated website for orphans still needing a 

sponsor at www.ordinarywomen.org . 

In Christõs Service,  Marjaana 

the women and children getting water at the well 

that OWI put in at the Church, their smiles were the 

most beautiful sight I had ever seen, because I could 

feel the smile on Godõs face. From Sherri: Saturday 

was Orphansõ Day.  My friend Annette and I were in 

charge of the kidsõ activities.  We had adjusted our 

plans over and over. We consulted with the social 

worker director, Mary.  We thought we had a good 

plan. Then the rain came falling down hard. God had 

another plan, which of course, worked out better.  

We gathered the children and ran for shelter into 

one of the classrooms. We pulled out the 100õs of 

pieces of yarn that our families at home and our 

team at Brittanyõs House had cut and began making 

braided bracelets with the orphans and their foster 

siblings. We had 

to take a deep 

breath, give it 

over to God, go 

with the flow 

and enjoy see-

ing how God 

would unfold 

His plan.   From 

J o d i :  F o u r 

nurses and 1 

doctor traveled 

to Kenya this last 

June to help care for the people of Kiminini.   We as-

sisted Sister Freda and her staff along with doctors 

from  the district hospital to treat, according to Sister 

Freda's calculations, around 3000 people.  God could 

have only accomplished this, through our willing 

hands.  What an awesome God we serve!  Our team 

also did physicals on all the orphans in the  program 

and treated them  along with their host  families.  We 

did HIV testing on the orphans, only one tested POSI-

TIVE!  PRAISE GOD!  We are always in need of doc-

tors and nurses to help in this area of the ministry, so 

if your heart is willing you just have to follow it  with 

us to Africa.  

Every time I go to Kenya, I come home much more 

blessed than I expect, and for those that went for the 

first time, they experienced something that is hard to 

explain. You have to be there to understand what it 

does to you  It really is amazing when you think that 

God made us all the same, having the same feelings, 

needs, desires, and hopes.  We are all so grateful that 

we have been allowed to do Godõs work in Kenya 

once again and we appreciate the prayers and sup-

port that you gave us while there.  Debbie Valverde  

(Continued from page 1) June 

Sherri coloring and taking ò:snapsó 

with the kids on OP Day 
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A Celebration at Tumaini Orphanage 

òCHRISTMAS IN JUNE" was held at Tumaini 
Orphanage this year.  Fifty-Three orphans, 
staff and children from the surrounding villages were 
there to enjoy this first-ever event.   We all celebrated 

with balloons covering the floor, beach balls flying in 
the air and singing from the kids to us and from us to 
them.  They were a whole lot better at singing  than 
us, I can tell you that!  We had party bags filled for 
the kids and new balls for the orphanage, which 
they enjoyed until it started to rain.   We had cookies 
and sodas and gave each child a new pair of shoes 
donated  by Maurice  Zumut , which  were 
desperately needed.  Christian of Milele music 
group  and a team from Mariners Church showed up 
as well. The kids were given soccer shirts and more 

party bags filled with much needed items.   This was a 
special day for everyone, not only the orphans, but 
for our team as well.  God has a way of teaching us 
through work and play.   This day was definitely 
about PLAY!  But we didn't forget the reason for the 
celebration eitheréé.Thank you God for sending us 

your Son!                                           Jodi Butcher 

 

OWI to be represented at an HIV/AIDS Symposium in 

Switzerland! 

We have been invited to set up a display table of our grass roots 
projects in promotion of 
health in rural Kenya and to 
address the audience of 
international researchers, 
medical professionals and 
activists about our 
collaborative project of 
acquiring a hospital 
together with our Swiss and 
U.S. partners. This is an 
exceptional opportunity for 
OWI to network, to promote 
awareness of our efforts.   
Visit Afro European Medical 
& Research Network  at 
www.AEMRnetwork.ch                  

Marjaana and Debbie will be travelling to 
Switzerland for the September 19 Symposium. 
Please pray for their successful presentation and 
for Godõs leading on this trip.    

           OWIBAN (OWI's Banana Nursery Project) 
The banana trees that were planted at Kiminini Church to inspire the farmers are 

now producing fruit!!   Phoebe has over 100 farmers participating in 
the nursery and banana program with 400 seedlings now 
growing.   They are growing both ripening bananas (the ones we 
eat) and cooking bananas - they create marvelous meals with these 
cooked bananas!  We need to continue to pray for additional funds 

for the completion of the nursery and to carry this self -sustaining 
program into other poor villages.   Over 100 families will have more 
food and income!   Please e-mail Karen Helphand with any 
comments or assistance with this program: 
khelphand@hotmail.com  

Did you Know? 

English and Swahili are the languages taught throughout the country, but there are 

many other tribal languages. The national dish of Kenya is a cornmeal mush called 

Ugali. It is cornmeal cooked with water to a thick consistency and poured out onto a 

board or plate for everyone to eat from. Green vegetables are important to the Afri-

can diet. In Kenya, collard greens are both cheap and popular. The dish sukuma wiki 

literally translates to "stretch the week."  

OWI mentioned in Book on Sr. Fredaõs Biography  

Darlene Sala, the author Heart of Compassion, Hands of Care, a 

story about Sr. Freda Robinson from Kenya is now on sale at 

bookstores and through the  internet at 

http://www.guidelines.org/  

Darlene and her husband Harold Sala, (who has a daily radio 

program called Guidelines for Living on KWVE radio) are good 

friends of Steve Rutenbar, who had Darlene contact Marjaana, 

President of OWI,  to tell her story of how Sr. Freda inspired her  

to òcome to Africaó.  You can read what she had to say in chap-

ter 11 of the book .   

homes with loving guardians, 

provided school uniforms, 

passed out monthly rations of 

food, and have conducted bi -

weekly visits to the orphansõ 

homes and/or schools to make 

sure the orphans are being well 

cared for.  All this was done 

under the war -like climate of 

tribal clashes and riots that en-

sued from the tumultuous po-

litical situation from December 

27th and on.  If you have not 

yet had the opportunity to 

sponsor one of our precious 

orphans, we still have some 

who need a sponsor.  Please go 

to our website at 

www.ordinarywomen.org  and 

click on the link Sponsor an Or-

phan.  

(Continued from page 1) Update 

Above: Swiss partners Pst Bruderer, his 

wife  Helen,  Silvia,  an in-country mission-

ary,  and Debbie     Below: Dr. Senessie of 

AEMRN  

Right:: The Tumaini kids dancing and singing to us   Left:  

Abraham passing out cookies and soda to all 
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